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SKETCH OF THE, BIRMAN EMPIRE. 


AS this country is contemplated as the fcene of 
the American Baptift Miflion, it is prefumed that a brief {ketch of its 
hiftory will not be unacceptable to our readers. 

From the teftimony of the Portuguefe hiftorians it appears, that in 
the middle of the 16th century, four powerful ftates divided among 
them the regions that lie between the fouth-eaft province of Britifh 
India, Yunan in China, and the Eaftern Sea; their territories ex- 
tending from Caflay and Affam, on the N. W. as far fouth-ealtward 
as the ifland of Junkfeylon. Thefe nations were known to Europe- 
ans by the names of Arracan, Ava, Pegue, and Siam. Properly 
Yee-Kein, borders on the S. E. province of Britifh India, and in- 
cludes the fea coaft, with what is called the Broken Iflands, as far 
fouth as Cape Negrais. Ava, the name of the ancient capital of 
the Birmans, has been ufually accepted as the name of the country. 
This empire is fituated eaftward of Arracan, from which it is divid- 
ed by a ridge of lofty mountains.—On the N. W. it is feparated 
from the kingdom of Caffay by the river Keen-duem; on the north 
it is bounded by mountains and petty independent principalities, that 
lie contiguous to Aflam; on the N. E. and Eaft it touches on 
China, and North Siam; on the fouth, its limits have fo often va- 
ried, that it is difficult to afcertain them with any precifion. 

About the middle of the laft century, Alompra, the father of 
the prefent dynafty, by the valour of his arms, completely conquer 
ed the kingdom of Pegue, and annexed it to the Birman empire. 
‘The whole population of the two kingdoms thus united, was, in the 
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Sketch of the Birman Empire. 


» year 1795, computed at 16 or 17 millions, which in all probability 
has increafed feveral millions fince that time. 

To unoffending ftrangers of whatever nation or religion, the Bir- 
mans may be confidered generally as humane and hofpitable ; but 
vindiétive, and unrelenting towards their enemies. 
though {aid to be of the ftricteft kind, is neverthelefs very defective ; 
for while fome crimes not of the moft atrocious kind are punifhed 
with death, (fuch for inftance as drunkennefs when repeated a fecond 
time) others equally injurious to the interefts of fociety are pafled 
over wholly unpunifhed. | 

In their treatment of the fofter fex, the Birmans are deftitute both of 
delicacy and humanity,confidering women as little fuperior to the brute 
ftock of their farffis. The lower clafs of Birmans make no {cruple of 
felling their daughters, and even their wives, to foreigners who come to 
pais a temporary refidence amongift them. 
any of the pafties,and the woman is not difhonoured by the cofiiexion. 

The Birmaiis like the other nations of the Eaft are pagans: hence 
priefls, temples; and idols, are every where to be met with. 
image of Gaudma, their principal idol, refembles the human form in 
fhape and features, and is reprefented fitting crofs-legged on the top 

At Logatherpoo Praw, a colloffal image of Gaudma 
is thus defcribed by a refpect:dle author: _ 

“‘ The temple in which this ftupendous idol is placed, differs from 
other pyramidical buildings, by having an arched excavation that 
On entering this dome, our furprife was greatly 
excited at beholding fuch a monftrous reprefentation of the divinity. 
It was a Gaudma of marble feated on a pedeftal in its cuftomary 
The height of the idol, from the top of the head to the 
pedeftal on which it fat, was nearly twenty-four feet; the head was 
eight feet in diameter, and acrofs the breaft it meafured ten; the 
hands were from five to fix feet long; thie pedeftal, which was alfo 
of marble, was raifed eight feet from the 
aflerted, that this, like every other Gaudma which I had feen of the 
fame material, was compofed of one entire block of marble; nor 
could we on the clofeft infpedtion obferve any junction of parts. 
what they faid is true, it remains a matter of much curiofity, to dif- 
cover how fuch a ponderous mafs could be tranfported from its nae 
tive bed, and raifed in this place.” 

Some of their temples are very fpacious, and are ornamented with 
But of the manner in which they conduét their 
worthip, the writer of this has feen no diftin&t account. 
their Khahaans, or pricfs, are numerous, and probably attached to 
their religious rites, yet they have no Caf to énflave the mind by its 
infernal terrors. 

The population of Rangoon, where our brother Judfon refides, is 
This place is confidered as the afyl- 
um of infolvent debtors from the different fettlements in India, and 
is hence crowded with foreigners of defperate fortunes, who find from 
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the Birmans a friendly reception. Here are to be fvund fugitives 
from all countries of the Eaft, and of all complexions. ‘* The mem- 
bers of this difcordant multitude are not only permitted to refide un- 
der the protection of government, but likewife enjoy the moft liberal 
toleration in matters of religion; they celebrate their feveral rites and 
feftivals totally difregarded by the Birmans, who have no inclination 
to make profelytes. In the fame ftreet may be heard the folemn voice 
of Miezzin, calling pious Iflamites to early prayers, and the bell of 
the Portuguefe chapel tinkling a fummon to Romifh Chriftians. Pro. 
ceffions meet and pafs each other, without giving or receiving offence. 
The Birmans never trouble themfelves about the religious opinions 
of any feét, nor difturb their ritual ceremonies, provided they do not 
break the peace, or meddle with their own divinity Gaudma ; but if 
any perfon commit an outrage,—the offender ts fure to be put into 
the ftocks; and if that does not calm his turbulent enthufiafm, they 
baftinado him into tranquillity.” 

Such is the account which Symes gives of religious toleration in the 
Birman Empire. But if the Chriftianity we are endeavouring to fend 
them, fhould eventually fubvert the idolatry of Gaudma, (and it will 
do them no goed unlefs it does,) it may poflibly excite oppofition. 
A corrupted Chriftianity, which could maintain fome agreement with the 
temple of idols, would be much lefs likely to meet with oppofition, than 
that which holds zo Jellow/hip with the unfruitful works of darkne/s. 

We perceive nothing, huwever, from the {tate of fociety in Birmah, 
or from their religious prejudices, which ought to difcourage us from 
attempting to diffufe the light of the glorious gofpel among them. 
Difficulties are more or lefs to be expected in every attempt to {pread 
the gofpel in heathen countries. But by the blefling of God upon 
the faithful perfevering labours of his fervants, we may hope to over- 
come them. Much, however, will depend on the pie/y and prudence of 
the miffionaries who are fent. Should thefe, forgetful of their facred 
office, engage in worldly purfuits, or fhould they embroil themfelves 
with the political affairs of the country, or, what would be wortt of 
all, fhould they become immoral in their lives, they would do an 
infinite injury to the caufe which they are fent to propagate. 

We have much to hope from the undoubted piety and prudence 
of our brethren, who are gone, and deftined to go to that country. 
They fhare our higheft confidence and efleem, and will be unceafing- 
ly remembered by thoufands at a throne of grace. We truft our 
views in fending them are pure and difinterefted ; hence we muft be 
indulged to hope, that ere long we fhall hear of the glorious triumphs 
of almighty grace among that idolatrous people. We will offer 
our continued fupplications, that the ftandard of the Cro® may be 
planted within the imperial walls of Ummerapoora, and the Irra- 
waddy eventually be as noted for baptifmal folemnities as was the 
ancient Jordan. 

Go then, ye dear Miffionaries of the Crofs, and publifh the name of 
your royal Matter! Go tell kings and fwains, that God has fo loved 
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the world, that. he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in 
him fhould not perifb, but have everlafting life. Go teach their ignorant 
Rhahaans the way of God more perfetily, and point the dying finner 
to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the fin of the world. And may 
the bleffing of thoufands, ready to perifh in all the wretchednefs of 
pagan idolatry, come on you through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


iD a 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Knowing the great anxiety, which has been expreffed by many, for the 
American Miffionaries in India, on account of their not being allowed 
to continue in the Zaft-India Company’s territories ; we are happy to 
be able to lay before our readers the following very interefting items, 

* faken from the Panoplift, which will furnifh a general view of their 
fituation and profpects. Ep.| 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


WE mentioned at the clofe of our laft .number, that 
letters had juft been received from the American miflionaries at 
Bombay, the particulars of which we could not then give. The 
communications referred to are very ample. They contained Mr. 
Newell’s journal from his arrival at Calcutta, in June, 1812, to the 
date of his letter, which inclofed it, April 12, 1814; and Meffts. 
Hall and Nott’s Journal from Dec. 23, 1813, the date of their laf 
letter, which had been previoufly received, to April 9, 1814. Mr. 
Newell joined his brethren at Bombay, March 7, 1814. The mif- 
fionaries were not free from anxiety, in refefence to their expofure to 
be fent away from that place by order of the Eaft-India Company. 
They had received no communication from government-fince their 
laft letter ; and they had a ftrong hope, that they fhould be permit- 
ted to refide there without further trouble. There can be little 
doubt, that Lord Moira will be inclined not to moleft them, unlefs 
he is peremptorily ordered to do fo by the Direétors in England. 
Even in that cafe, we have hopes, that the miflionaries will obtain 

rmiffion to retire to Ceylon. It is defirable, however, that they 
fhould retain their prefent ftation, if poffible. If they fhould be able 
to do this, and a new miflion fhould be eftablifhed in Ceylon, thefe 
two ftations may be confidered as among the moft important in the 
whole heathen world. 

The following letters were written as the miffionaries were clofing 
their journals,and preparing their packages to be fent to this country. 


Letters from the Miffionaries to the Rev. Dr. Worcefter. 
Bomsay, April 8, 1814. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
Our laft letters to you were dated Dec. 22 and 23, 1813, and 
were fent by the very opportunity, by which we had every reafon to 
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expect, we fhould be fent to England. Our communications at that 
time were full (and as corre¢tly tranferibed as our very limited time 
would allow.) Thefe communications, with thofe which we made 
in Oétober, will furnifh you with an account of our circumftances 
and condutt after arriving in India, till that date. If they fhall have 
come fafe to hand, you will no doubt be expe&ting to hear the long 
wifhed-for intelligence, of our happy fettlement among the heathen. 
It would, indeed, be gratifying to us to {peak fo comforting a word 
to your Chriftian hopes and wifhes ; as it certainly would be, to be 
able to confider our anxious fufpenfe brought toa happy clofe. But 
our gracious Sovereign has not yet made known to us his decifion 
on our cafe. After reliding in Bombay fourteen months, we are {till 
unfettled ; and cannot tell you of our affurance, but only of our flrong 
hope, that we fhall finally be allowed to remain. 

Since the favourable intimatiohs from “Lord Moira, to your Com- 
mittee infBengal, we have heard nothing decifive of the difpofition 
of the f#preme government; and {till remain in the houfe in which 
we were placed by this government, when it was expected that we 
fhould be fent away within a fortnight. 

We thall fend you herewith, a copy of our Journal to the prefent 
date. Mr. Thomafon’s laft letter exprefles the hopes, which we en- 
tertain ourfelves, refpecting our ftaying here. Our hopes are ftrong, 
and we look on the profpect with great delight. We truft that God’s 
wonderful and merciful dealings with us, are ere long to be crown- 
ed with the {pecial bleflings we have fought ; that our merciful Fath- 
er has a work for us to do here; ard that his various difpenfations 
have been allotted with fatherly tendernefs and care, and intended to 
teach us leffons of humility, truft and patience; graces which we 
have found no more eafy to our hearts here, than in our native land. 
We would hope that they may make us more prepared for cur work. 
Pray for us. We are fenfible that God alone can teach us to profit. 
Becaufe we do not depend fuitably upon his teaching, we know that 
we lofe the advantage of many valuable leffons. Pray forus. The 
God to whom you pray dwells alfo in this land. Here he dwells 
in his own almighty ftrength ; and, in anfwer to the prayers accept- 
ed from your altars, can pour a blefling ; yea, an immediate bleflin 
upon our heads. He can, he may, in the hour of darknefs, light up 
our path, cheer our defponding hearts, diflipate our doubts, and fill 
us with faith and love, becaufe you pray for us. 

We have great reafon to acknowledge the kind attention paid to 
our circumftances and wifhes, by the Rev. Dr. Carey, and by the 
Kev. Mr. Thomafon, and G. Udny, Efq. acting at his requeft as 
your Committee in Calcutta. To their efforts, under God, we are 
indebted for the hopes we now enjoy. Mr. Harington, in whofe 
place Mr. Udny aéted, has lately returned to Bengal, fo that the only 
vacancy exifting in your appointment, is that occafioned by the Rev, 
D. Brown’s death, and which is now filled by the Rev. Mr. Thom- 
afon. The kindnefs of Mr. T. and his ability to help us, will appear 
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from the letters of which we fend you copies, and we have every 
reafon to love him as a Chriftian and a friend, who after all his la- 
bours for us, will continually help us by his prayers. We know no 
one, whom, for our own parts, we fhould be fo well pleafed to have 
fiil the vacancy in the Committee. 

We recommenced the ftudy of the Mahratta on January 1{t. after 
having laid it by two months and a half. Our time is principally 
filled up with this ftudy, Hebrew and Greek, and fuch reading and 
writing, as you will readily conceive. We have divine fervice in our 
family every Sabbath, at which four or five perfons attend. We 
have a prayer-meeting, to feek God’s blefling on our miffion here, 
every Wednefday evening, and uniformly obferve the evening of the 
firft Monday in every month, as a feafon of prayer for the Church, 
in union with the friends of miffions in England, and in India. It 
would be very pleafing to be informed, whether this feafon is obferv- 
ed, and how extenfively, by our friends in America, as at prefent we 
have no appointed feafon for a union in prayer with them. We have 
become acquainted with a few perfons here, who, we hope, are the 
difciples of the Lord Jefus. 

Hitherto we have received no letters from you, but thofe which 
came by the Alligator. The box of books has not yet arrived, but 
we have reafon to expect it fhortly. We are extremely anxious to 
hear from you again; to know how you profper. How flourifhes 
the Church? Are there revivals in fchools, colleges and congrega- 
tions? Is there a fpirit of fervent piety among profeffors of religion ? 


_ Is there an ample fupply of miflionaries? From this country we have 
| nothing new to communicate; the little, however, that we fee and 


hear of the power of divine grace, convinces us, that God can work 
in India. The time we truft is at hand, when the number of miflion- 
aries will be much increafed. The terms of the new Charter, we 
think with Mr. T. encourage the hope, that, the paft difficulties of 
entrance will be removed. In regard to future miffionaries from 
America, we have only to repeat, what we have faid in our former 
letters, and to exprefs the defire that all may come, who are devout- 
Jy inclined ; who are humble, zealous, and judicious men. The harveft 
is truly great, and the labourers are few. 

Though unfettled, we think it defirable that calculations fhould 
be made, on the fuppofition that there will be a miffion here. For 
a part of the books at leaft, which you fend us, we would fuggeft 
whether it might not be expedient, to give an order to your Agent 
in London, to procure them and fend them direétly to Bombay. 
Should we be even fent to England, we fhould probably arrive there 
before your Agent could execute fuch an order as we have fuggefted. 

On reading the obfervations refpe@ing Cochin and the parts ad- 
jacent, we truft you will confider, that we only profefs to give as 
good an account of what we faw, as our curfory view would enable 
us to give.* Indeed, when you read any of our obfervations on this 


* Reference is had toa piart of their journal which will be published. Ep, 
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tand, we hope you will bear in mind the difficulty of giving informa- 
tion on fubjeéts, with which our opportunities have given us but lit- 
tle familiarity. With Chriftian refpeé and affection for yourfelf, and 
the Members of the Board, we bid you adieu. 
SamuEL Nort, 
Gorpon HA tt. 


April 9. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

We add a few lines to exprefs our united gratitude to God, for 
his kindnefs in bringing us all together, after more than two years’ 
feparation, to the place of our choice, and with profpects fo favour- 
able. God has vifited us with judgments hard to bear, and with 
mercies for which no gratitude is fufficient. Pray for us, that we 
may be knit together in love; that we may be diligent in our calling ; 
that God “ may dwell in us, and walk in us,”’ and that we may be 
faithful unto death. Hereafter we fhall hope to write to you in our 
united capacity. 

We falute you, and the Board, with Chriftian love. 

SamueEt Nort, 
Samuet Newe tn, 
Gorvon Hatt. 


MR. NEWELL’S JOURNAL. 


The following extraés are taken from the Journal of Mr. Newell, from the time 
of his departure from the Ifle of France, in February, 1813. 


“Early in February I learnt, that a Portuguefe brig, the Generozs 
Almeida, then in Port Louis, would fail in a few days for Point de 
Galle, Goa, and Bombay. I engaged a paffage in her for Point de 
Galle in Ceylon, having liberty to proceed thence in the fame veffel 
to Goa, or Bombay, if I chofe. 

‘«‘Port Louis, Feb. 24, 1813. After a refidence of four painful 
months in the Ifle of France, I this day took leave of my friends Jud- 
fon, and Rice, and embarked for Point de Galle. 

«‘ About the 1ft of April we made land, which proved to be the 
fouthern promontory of Ceylon; and on the 8th, I left the Almeida, 
and landed in a fifhing boat 10 miles below the harbour of Point de 
Galle, the brig not being able to get into port, om account of the 
firong head wind and current. 

“I fully expected to find my friends at Point de Galle, or to hear 
that they had proceeded to Colombo; but on making inquir), L 
could hear nothing refpecting them. I was now much at a lofs to 
conjecture, whether they had proceeded to Bombay, or had been fent 
to England, I fent a letter of inquiry to Mr. Chater, the Baptift 
miffionary at Colombo, and in a few days got an anfwer from him, 
{tating that he had heard by way of Bengal, ‘that my brethren had 
gone to Bombay. 

“The probability of their being able to continue there appeared 
to me {fo very fmall, that | determined not to proceed in the Almeida, 
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to Bombay, but to ftop in Ceylon until I could write to them aid 
get an anfwer. Accordingly, I took my baggage from the hip, 
and made arrangements to proceed to Colombo, the capital of the 
ifland and refidence of the Governor. 

“Having vifited Mr. Errhardt, a German miffionary in the em- ~ 
ployment of the London Society, at Matura, 30 miles fouth of Gal- 
le, and defpatched a letter to Bombay; I fet ont on my journey to 
Colombo, 80 miles north of Galle. I travelled in a palanquin, the 
only way of journeying in India, and left my baggage to come on 
in an ox waggon. There is a good road all the way from Galle to 
Culombo. It is a perfect level, clofe along the fea-fide, and is fhad- 
ed by a continued grove of palm trees. There are refting houfes 
every 10 or 12 miles, built by government; but you muft carry your 
own provifions with you. 

“* April 17th, I arrived at Colombo. TI went to the houfe of Mr. 
Chater, who had been here about a year. 1 took lodgings with him, 
and continued at his houle all the time I fpent in Colombo. 

«‘[ made it my firft bufinefs to acquaint the Governor with my 
arrival and my object, in order to afcertain whether I was fafe here, 
or was liable to be forced away from this place, as I had been 
from Calcutta. 

« By my American paflport, and an 6fficial letter of recommenda- 
tion from the Britifh Conful in Bofton, I introduced myfelf to the 
Rev. Mr. Biflet, one of the chaplains and the Governor’s brother-in- 
law. Through Mr. B. | informed the Governor, that I was an A- 
merican and a miflionary to the heathen; that I arrived at Calcutta 
in June 1812, and having been ordered to return to America, 1 had 
obtained permiflion to go to the Ifle of France; that I had been 
thither, and returned from thence to Ceylon to join two other miffion- 
aries, my affociates, whom I expected to find in Ceylon; but that 
they had gone, as I fuppofed, to Bombay; that if they continued 
there, it was my intention to join them; but, if they could not ftay 
there, it was my wifh to continue in Ceylon, and that they might be 
permitted to come and unite with me. 

«The Governor made particular inquiry refpecting the reafons of 
my being ordered away from Calcutta; to which I replied, that no 
other reafons were afligned than this: ‘* That his Lordfhip, the Gov- 
ernor General, did not deem it expedient to allow me to fettle in the 
country ;” and that all miflionaries who had lately come to India, 
had been treated in the fame manner, not excepting thofe who claim 
the privilege of Britifh fubjects. 

“The final anfwer of the Governor, which was a verbal meflage 
through Mr. Biffet, was to this effeét : “That as there is war between 
England and America, the Governor could fay nothing more at that 
time, than that I might be permitted to refide at Colombo for the 
prefent. If I wifhed to vifit any other part of the ifland, I might 
have leave by applying to the Governor; but it was expected that I 
fhould not remove from Colombo without his permiflion.” 
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“I now took up my refidence with Mr. Chater, and confidered 
Colombo my home for the prefent. The only way in which I could 
make mylfelf immediately ufeful was by preaching in Englifh, which 
I did ftatedly, once or twice a week, while I continued there. 

« Though I was ftill ignorant of my final deftination, I refolved, 
if poflible, to fet myfelf about ftudying the Sungékrit or Hindoos- 
thanee language, both of which are of general utility, in every part 
of India. I found, however, that it was extremely difficult to pros 
cure books, or teachers, in thefe languages at Colombo. 

« June 4th. I received a letter from brother Nott, at Bombay, con- 
taining a detail of all the particulars of their fituation with refpeé to 
the Government; and from the whole I was led to hope, that they 
would be permitted to remain there, and that I fhould foon be able 
to join them. 

“‘Confidering it now probable, that Bombay would be our ftation, 
I applied myfelf to the ftudy of the Sungfkrit and Hindoofthanee, as 
well as I could with the fcanty helps which I could procure in this 
place. I alfo continued to preach, once, twice, or three times a week. 

«June 19. I received a letter from brother Hall, which difcovered 
an increafing probability of their being able to continue at Bombay. 

July ift. After having laboured at my books alone for a month, 
I obtained two moonthees, or teachers; one for Hindoofthanee, and 
one for Sungfkrit; but neither of them properly qualified for the of- 
fice of teachers. ‘They were the beft, however, that Ceylon afford- 
ed; and, as I had already loft a year fince my arrival in India, I 
could not feel fatisfied to delay the ftudy of the languages any longer. 

“July 15th. 1 received a letter from brother Judfon, who had juft 
arrived at Madras from the Ifle of France, and was going to fail in 
a few days from thence to Rangoon. He informed me, that broth- 
er Rice had gone to America to form a Baptift Miflionary Society 
for their fupport, and that he would return again and join him. 

“ After feveral months refidence at Colombo, I had become ac- 
guainted with the principal perfons there; and I found that they 
were friendly to the miffionary object in general, and that there would 
be no objection to the eftablifhment of our miflionin Ceylon. Through 
the chaplains I acquainted the Governor, from time to time, with 
the fituation of our affairs at Bombay, whenever any thing new oc- 
cured; and I always reprefented it as our with to iettle in Ceylon, 
in cafe of a failure at Bombay. 

«‘ Ceylon appeared to me to be an important miflionary field. The 
population is very confiderable; amounting to between two and three 
millions; and the facilities for {preading the Chriftian religion here 
are greater, perhaps, than in any other part of the Eaft. Chriftianity 
has been the eftablifhed religion in a confiderable part of Ceylon, 
for thefe three hundred years paft. And although the mafs of the 
people ftill continue Boodhifts, yet moft of them feem to have no more 
objection to Chriftianity, than the irreligious part of the community 
in all Chriftian we a Many of them profefs to be both Boodhilts 
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and Chriftians, and would liften as patiently to a Chriftian teacher, 
as to a prieft of Beodh. The long prevalence of the Chriftian relig- 
ion on the fea-coafts of the ifland, has rendered the Chriftian name 
familiar to the people, weakened the prejudices which a new religion 
is calculated to excite, and done away much of that bigoted attach- 
ment to idolatry, which prevails in purely heathen lands: fo that, 
although there appears to be little, if any, true religion among them, 
yet they are in a great degree prepared to receive that inftruction, 
which by divine grace is able to make them Chriftians indeed. 

“It is fuppofed, that there are 200,000 native Chriftians, of the 
Dutch reformed church, in the ifland of Ceylon. But this muft be 
underftood in a very loofe and general fenfe of the word Chriftian. 
The Hon..and Rev. Mr. Twifleton, fenior chaplain at Colombo, de- 
fcribes them in general as “little more than Chriftians by baptifm.” 
They mutt neceflarily be extremely ignorant, even of the common 
facts and principles of the Chriflian religion; for they have neither 
Bibles nor teachers to tell them what Chriftianity is; and Chriitian 
piety and Chriftian morality muft not be expected where there is a 
total want of inftruétion. 

“The New-Teftament, and one or two books of the Old, have 
many years ago been tranflated into the Cingalefe language, which 
is the only language fpoken in Ceylon; except the Tamul, which is 
{poken in the Jaffna diftrict. The old Cingalefe verfion is faid to be 
very bad,—almof unintelligible to a native. It was out of print 
until the Colombo Bible Society lately ordered a new edition to be 
printed at Serampore. This edition is nearly completed, and the 
Gofpel of Matthew has been diftributed. The Colombo Bible Soci- 
ety, formed in 1812, has undertaken to procure a new tranflation of 
the New-Teftament into Cingalefe. The work is going on under 
the fuperintendence of William Talfrey, Efq. of the civil fervice. 
Two of the Gofpels, I believe, were finifhed in Auguft, 1813. The 
tranflation is made by native Cingalefe, who underftand Englith, 
from the Englifh Bible. ‘Their work is revifed and corrected by 
Mr. Talfrey, who is faid to be well fkilled in Cingalefe, and to have 
fome knowledge of Greek and Sungfkrit. He makes ufe of Dr. Ca- 
rey’s Sungfkrit Teftament in the work of revifion. Whether another 
tranflation flill will be needed, time will determine. 

“There are only two miflionaries on the ifland of Ceylon; Mr. 
Errhardt, a German miflionary from the London Society, and Mr. 
Chater from the Baptift Society. Mefirs. Vos and Palm, who came 
to Ceylon with Mr. Errhardt in 1804, have both relinquifhed the 
fervice. Mr. Vos has gone to the Cape of Good Hope, and Mr. 
Palm has been appointed by the Governor to the Dutch church in 
Colombo. 

“© vilited Mr. Errhardt, at his ftation in Matura, on my firft ar- 
rival in Ceylon. He is now confiderably advanced in life; has not 
yet been able to mafter the Cingalefe language, and has had no fuc- 
cefs among the natives. He lamented the want of Chriftian foeiety, 
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and attributed the ill fuccefs of the miffion in Ceylon to the injudi- 
cious method adopted by the miffionaries of feparating from each 
ether and living in folitude. 

«© Mr. Chater had been four years in the Birman country before ne 
came toCeylon. He has been eftablifhed at Colombo about a year; 
has opened an Englifh {chool and a place of public worfhip, where 
he preaches inEnglifh. He is alfo applying himfelf to the language 
of the country, and will probably foon be able to preach to the natives 
in their own tongue. I preached in my turn with Mr. Chater, in 
the pettah,or black town. Moft of the people who attend are half- 
eats, and natives who have learnt Englifh. From 30 to 50 gene- 
rally attend. We preached only on Sabbath and Wednefday even- 
ings. They do not attend in the day on the Sabbath. 

«‘ There is at Colombo a congregation of native Malabar Chrif- 
tians, who have a preacher of their own nation. 

“« Mr. Armour, an Englifh fchoolmafter and preacher, labours fta- 
tedly among the nominal Cingalefe Chriftians, whofe language he 
{peaks fluently, and alfo among the country Portuguefe. He is paid 
by government. 

“Gen. Brownrigg, the prefent Governor of Ceylon, is about re- 
eftablifhing the native {chools throughout the ifland. But it is als 
moft impoffible to find natives properly qualified for {choolmafters, 
and quite as difficult to make them attend to their duty without 
fome perfon conftantly to overlook them. 

«© The Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twifleton is principal of all the fchools, 
and Mr. Armour and Mr. Errhardt are employed under him to vifit 
and examine the f{chools at flated periods. 

«‘ The language fpoken all over Ceylon, except in Jaffna, is Cin- 
galefe. Their facred books are written in Pali, a dialect of Sung- 
skrit. This is alfo the facred language of Birmah. 

« The religion of the Cingalefe is Boodhifm, the fame that prevails 
in Birmah. Boodh is their fupreme god; but I believe they alfo 
admit the gods of the Hindoos in general. In the great temple of 
Matura, the fountain-head of this religion, I faw an image of Boodh, 
40 feet in length, in a reclining pofture, afleep! The walls of the 
temple were covered with paintings of devils of the moft frightful 
appearance, with horns on their heads, and flames of fire coming 
out of their mouths. The feeble-minded Cingalefe worfhip thefe 
malignant demons, through dread of their power. It is common to 
facrifice a cock to them to appeafe their anger. 

“‘ In the province of Jaffna, which is in the north of the ifland, the 
Tamul language is fpoken. It is the fame as the Tamul of the ad- 
jacent continent, which is {fpoken from Madras to Cape Comorin, by 
eight or nine millions of people. 

‘«‘ The inhabitants of Jaffna are Malabarians, who have emigrated 
from the continent. They are followers of Brahma, and have a fa- 
mous Hindoo temple a few miles out of the town of Jaffna. The 
number of inhabitants in this diftrict is about 120,000. The diftrié 
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is about 40 miles long and 10 broad. It is the moft populous and 
fertile part of the ifland. 

«* Mr. Palm, the miffionary, in 1805 fixed his refidence at Tilly- 
Pally in the centre of the diftriét, had made confiderable progrefs in 
the language, and had opened a fchool for the inftruction of the na- 
tive youth, when the ill health of Mrs. Palm rendered it neceffary for 
him to remove for a feafon to Colombo for medical aid and a change 
of air. Mrs. Palm died in Dec. 1812; and Mr. Palm, having no 
miflionary aflociate to comfort and fupport him in his folitary fitua- 
tion at Tilly-Palla, accepted an invitation to become paftor of a Dutch 

‘church at Colombo. His connexion with the London Society has 
fince been diffolved. 

‘¢The central parts of the ifland have never been conquered by 
any European power. They maintain their independence under their 
native princes, and are very hoftile to all Europeans, Foreign mil- 
fionaries could not with fafety venture into the territories of the king 
of Candy. All white men, who are found in his dominions, are {eiz- 
ed and carried to the king, and are either put to death or made prif- 
oners for life. But if the Chriftian religion be firmly eftablifhed on 
the fea-coalt, it muft of courfe fpread into the interior. Native 
preachers could be fent with fafety to any part of the ifland. 

«Although 1 confidered Ceylon a very eligible field for miffiona- 
ry exertions, and in great need of miffionaries, yet as long as there 
remained any hope that the brethren would be able to continue in 
Bombay, I thought it beft for me to hoid myfelt difengaged, and 
ready to join them the moment their cafe was decided, This was al- 
fo their opinion and advice. We were all agreed in the opinion, that 
of the two, Bomba was the more important place, and alfo that 
wherever we fettled, it was both for the intereft of the miilion and 
for our own comfort and ufefulnefs to be together. I did not there- 
fore take up the language of Ceylon, but continued the ftudy of thofe, 
which would fit me for Bombay. 

“Auguft 18th. I received a letter from the brethren, which almoft 
deftroyed the hopes 1 had entertained concerning Bombay. The 
following is an extract from it. | 

««é We are thrown again into great fufpenfe after having felt al- 
moft certain of obtaining the object of our wifhes. It is now nearly 
a month fince the Governor mentioned to Dr. Taylor his fears that 
he fhould be obliged to fend us to England ; though he has not.the 
leaft doubt of the purity of our motives, nor of the character of our 
Board, than whom, he fays, he knows there are not better men in 
the world. 

««« The Governor did expe fome directions concerning us from 
Bengal. But even flhould they not come, he ftill feared he muft fend 


us away. So we are ftill continued in very painful fufpenfe. We 


continue the ftudy of Mahratta, and intend to purfue it at any rate. 
And even fhould we go, we fhall make provifion to continue it, with 
the hope that God might hereafter open the way for our return. I 
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hope you are purfuing the Hindoofthanee, which I very much wifh I 
underftood.” 

‘his was from brother Nott, dated Bombay, July 18, 1813. 

« From the contents of this letter, I was led to confider their con- 
tinuance at Bombay, very doubtful; and having afcertained that 
they would be received by the Ceylon Government and allowed to 
fetile in this ifland, I immediately wrote to them, and invited them 
to come away from Bombay without lofs of time, and to accept of 
a certainty in Ceylon, rather than, by attempting to continue any 
longer at Bombay, to run the rifk of being fent to England. I urg- 
ed my requeft by the confideration, that if they were fent to England, 
they would not, in all probability, be allowed to return from thence 
to India; but would be fent to America as prifoners of war, and by 
this means our miflion might be totally defeated, as I fhouid in that 
cafe ftand alone; and on account of the heavy afflictions I had fuf- 
fered, I felt unable to attempt any thing as a folitary individual. 

“¢ In cafe we fhould fettle in Ceylon, we were all pretty much of 
the opinion, that Jaffna would be the moft eligible {pot, on account 
of its vicinity to the continent, and becaufe the Tamul, which is the 
language of Jaffna, is fpoken by eight or nine millions on the conti- 
nent. As I now confidered it highly probable that the brethren 
would be obliged to leave Bombay, and that they would come to 
Ceylon, I thought it defirable to vifit Jaffna, in order to afcertain 
the facilities which it affords for the profecution of our work, before 
we abfolutely fixed on that place for our flation. I accordingly 
made my wifhes known to the Governor, and obtained leave of him 
to proceed to Jaffna for that purpofe, 

“ Aug. 28. I took paflage in a {mall coafting veffel, bound to 
Madras by the inner paflage between Ceylon and the continent. 

“Sept. 1ft. I landed at Killecarey, between Cape Comorin and 
Ram-nad; and pafled by land along the fhore about 30 miles to 
Point Tonnitorey, from which I pafled over the channel to the ifland 
of Ramifleram. The veffel lay feveral days in the channel, waiting 
for a favourable opportunity to pafs over Adam’s bridge, a chain of 
rocks, which can be pafled only in calm weather, and when the vef- 
fel is lightened of its burden. During this delay, I had a favourable 
opportunity for making obfervations and inquiries refpecting this in- 
terefting place. 

“« Ramifleram has from time immemorial been a celebrated feat of 
Hindoo fuperftition, and the refort of thoufands of pilgrims from all 
_ parts of India. There are three feafons in the year, I believe Janu- 
ary, March, and July, when the pilgrims come in immenfe numbers 
from the fouth of India, and many even from the upper provinces. 
It was now September ; but even at this feafon there were every day 
large companies of pilgrims coming and going. ‘There is an idea 
of peculiar fanétity attached to the place, and to the famous pagoda 
or Hindoo temple here. 

“Sept. 3d. I went up to the pagoda in the centre of the ifland, 
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The way was paved with hewn ftone for many miles. There were 
tanks, or pools of water, for bathing, and places for the refrefhment 
of the pilgrims every half mile. ‘The way was thronged with peo- 

e going and returning. I pafled by large droves of horfes and 
mules loaded with rice and other provifions, an offering for the ufe 
of the temple. The pagoda is an immenfe pile of building, ftanding 
on a fquare of about an eighth of a mile. There are thoufands of 
people, of both fexes, attached to the temple, and maintained by its 
funds in idlenefs, luxury and vice. I was aliowed to enter and walk 
aruund in what may be called the outer court ; for there are certain 
limits which none but a Hindoo can pafs. I afked one of the Brah- 
mans which was greatelt, the temple of Juggernaut, or this of Seeb? 
He replied, that the pagoda of Ramifferam was the greateft and 
moft facred of all the-Hindoo temples. As a proof of which, he faid 
there was no other temple, where caft could be reftored when loft ; 
but the Brahmans of Kamifferam could reftore catt. 

« The Brahmans requefted me to make an offering to the god of 
the temple ; they faid it was cuftomary for all ftrangers, who came 
to vifit the temple. I told them that their god and mine were not 
thefame. They faid there was no difference. I told them that their 
God was confined to the temple, and could not move out of his place; 
my God was in the Heavens, and could do whatever he pleafed. 

««Ramifleram was recommended to me by Sir Alexander Johnftone 
as aneligible {pot for a miflion, on account of the celebrity of the 
place and the great refort of pilgrims there. It was on this account, 


that I made it in my way to vifit it, as I was going to Jaffna, 
[To be continued. } 
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GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


FROM THE 


BOSTON FEMALE SOCIETY for Missionary Purpioses.* 


Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the Most High. Ps. ]. 14. 
I will take the cup of salvation and cail on the name of the Lord. Ps, cxvi. 15. 


THE members of this inftitution, feeling ferionfly 
affected with the low ftate of religion, the rapid progrefs of immo- 
rality and falfe doétrine ; and believing in the efficacy of prayer, and 
the obligations which the profeffors of the Crofs are under, to “ come 


* This Socictv was constituted in October, 1800; and is believed to be the 
first Female Missionary Institution formed in America. Some of its mem- 
bers look back to a period when (it is presumed) but 14 females in this coun- 
try were UNITEDLY engaged in the promotion of missions: Now, how many 
thousands are gleaning in this widely-extended field! Viihat Aath God 
wrought ! 
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up to the help of the Lord againft the mighty,” ventured to ftep 
forward and call on the female friends of Zion,* to unite in a con-— 
cert of prayer on the firft Monday afternoon of every month. They 
alfo propofed a correfpondence by letter with focieties of a fimilar 
nature with their own. 

The encouragement they received, and the increafing calamities 
of the country, fuggefted the propriety of acknowledging the good- 
nefs of God and repeating their folicitations; which they did ina 
fecond letter, publifhed March, 18:3. ‘They did not at firft antici- 
pate an extenfive correfpondence; the union of a few focieties was 
all they promifed theméfelves, and knew not but they fhould be dif- 
appointed even in this. But (with gratitude and humility be it re- 
corded) the Lord has zracioufly fmiled on their endeavours, and 
their moft fanguine expectations have been more than realized. 
They have had the privilege of an epiftolary correfpondernce with 
near fixty focieties,+ befide fome folitary individuals, who are fe- 
cretly fighing for the abominations of the land. ‘They have had 
verbal information from other focieties, who alfo fet apart the time 
above-mentioned for fpecial prayer. By this means they have had 
an opportunity (of which they muft otherwife have been deprived} 
during a period in which our political horizon has been darkened by 
thick clouds of adverfity, and the church has in many places expe- 
rienced a wintry feafon, of knowing that numbers of the female fol- 
lowers of Jefus have not been regardlefs of the work of God, nor 
the operation of his hands; but have felt deeply interefted in the wel- 
fare of their country and the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
They have united'y called upon the Lord in the day of troubie, and 
can confidently teftify with the pfalmilt, Verily there is a reward for 
the righteous ; verily he is a Gop that judgeth in the earth. 

Again, at this happy era, the members of this inftitution feet 
themfelves under the moft {ucred obligations to “ magnify the Lord,” 
and are conftrained to render a grateful tribute of praife and thanki- 
giving to his holy name. They would alfo embrace the prefent as 


‘a favourable moment, to prompt their dear fillers forward in aid of 


the great caufe of Miffions. Was the filver trump of PEACE once 
more been heard? Does the ocean already begin to whiten with 
canvafs, and the peaceful fignal to wave over the great highway of 
nations? Does the mariner fpread his fails, to ftretch to the diftant 
poles in purfuit of gain? Is the faithful Miffionary waiting, impa- 
tiently waiting, to fet his foot on the benighted fhores of Afia? to 
unfurl the banner of “the Prince of Peace,” and proclaim falvation 
by grace? Then, dear Sifters, let us arife, and with redoubled ac- 
tivity purfue the important work of fending (if we cannot carry) the 
‘ glad tidings” of peace and pardon through the blood of the Lamb, 


* In a Circular Letter, published March, 1812. 


} A number of which have been formed since the publication of the above- 
named letters. 
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Let us voluntarily come up before the Lord with a peace offering, and 


_ftady how we fhall beft appropriate the means he has put in out 


power, to advance his declarative glory, and meliorate the condition 
of our fellow-creatures. Various are the plans in operation for 
profecuting this vaft defign.t The great fpiritual temple is going 
up, and where is the Chriftian female who would not rejoice to aid 
the building? It is no longer a queftion, whether it be proper for 
females to ferve the church ; God has too manifeftly owned their la- 
bours. And fince Miriam and Deborah, Prifcilla and Phebe have 
led the way, it cannot be dangerous for fucceeding profeffors to fol- 
low them; and do all that is poflible for them to do, to facilitate 
the arduous work of the gofpel minifter. 

Particularly when we glance our thoughts to thofe heathenifh 
climes never yet irradiated by the Sun of Righteoufnefs, and fee 
multitudes of our own fex degraded to the moft abjeat ftate of fervi- 
tude and contempt, and expoied to fufferings the moft exquifite ; do 
not our bofoms fwel]l with mmgled emotions of fympathy toward 
them, and indignation toward thofe who hold them in fuch a ftate 
of degradation? And do we not at times even long to crofs the vaft 
‘ocean, and fubmit to all the dangers and trials of a miffionary life, 
to refcue them from the tyrannic fhackles of fuperftition and igno- 
rance? But, dear Sifters, the facrifices we are called to make are 
far lefs. We may yet tread our native foil, and breathe the free air 
of American, Chriftian liberty. We may yet enjoy all the endear- 
ing connexions and conveniences of focial and civilized life. Our 
prayers and our exertions, our filver and our gold are a// that are 
demanded. Thefe are already the Lord’s, and we muft not with- 
hold what is his. We live in an age when God is doing won- 
ders! and in which all the influence and evergies of his people are 
called for. It becomes us therefore to inquire what part we are to 
perform ? 

Our advantages have in many refpects been circumfcribed during 
the late unhappy war; but the way is now opened, and whoever 
has a difpofition, is at liberty to indulge in the privilege of convey- 
ing to dying fellow-finners, the moft invaluable bleflings. The 
pious, the faithful, the indefatigable miflionary ftands at our threfh- 
hold, anxious to repair to the deftitute parts of our own country, or 
to “the regions far beyond them, that he may impart fome fpiritual 
gift.” But alas, he wants the means to convey him thither, and to 
{upport his frail tabernacle while preaching a crucified Saviour. 
And do we not hear the grateful declaration? “Inafmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” Then let us not fuffer thofe noble, thofe ingenuous 


+ Among other female institutions, a Bible Society has recently been form- 
ed in this town ; and two Societies to assist in the education of indigent young 
nen designing to engage in the work of the ministry, are about to be estab- 
lished. We would encourage our Sisters in other places, to go and do like- 
wise. 
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Bifpofitions of foul, to remain ungratified for thé want of pecuniary 
ailittance. What, though we deny ourfelves fome trifling convenien- 
cies to enable us to afford the neceflary aid—will not the fatisfa@tion 
of imitating him ‘“ who went about doing good,” more than compen- 


fate us? Let us pray fervently, and labour cheerfully, working with 


our hands, that we may have to give to him that needeth. Fear not 
the approach of want in confequence of liberality ; for we have the 
promife, that “ the liberal foul ihall be mace fat; and he that water- 
eth {hall be watered himfelf.”” “ Honour the Lord with thy fubftance, 
and with the firft fruits of all thine increafe; fo fhail thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy prefles fhall burft out with new wine.” 

Our defign is not to found a trumpet, nor oftentatioufly proclaim, 
that we pray and give alms; but belieying that the time will come 
when all will with to be recognized as the friends of our final Judge, 
we feel it our duty in the prefent life, to take a decided ftand “on 
the Lord’s fide.” May the great Head of the church, who ‘“hithere 
to hath helped us,”? make this and the dear affociations with which 
we are connected, increaiingly ufeful. | 

In behalf of the Bofton Female Society for Miffionary purpofes, 

MARY WEBB, Secretary. 

Boflon, March 6, 1815. 

P.S. Letters to be directed to Miss W. to the care of Meffis. I.incoln 
& Edmands, No. 53, Cornhill, to whom the Society gratefuily acknowl- 
edge their obligations. 





LetTer from a Female Society of Montvitze, (Conn.) to the 
Female Society, 9c. in Bofton. 


AGREEABLY to your requeft, the young La- 
dies of Montville have formed themfelves into a Society to meet in 
conjunction with yourss to pray “for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit—a general revival of pure and undefiled religion, and the 
nniverfal propagation of the gofpel.’”’ 

Viewing that glorious time as now at hand, when the fpiritual 
temple is to be built up, and that there is a fpecial call to all the 
friends of Zion to “come up to the help of the Lord againft the 
mighty,”’ we have thought the example of the holy women of I frael 
highly worthy of imitation. We have accordingly contributed our 
golden ornaments to aid in fpreading the glorious gofpel; and we 
earnefily entreat ‘‘the daughters of Zion,” and efpecially our Sifter 
Societies, to take this fubject into ferious confideration. We would 
humbly afk, if it is contiftent with Chriftian benevolence to wear 
thofe ufelefs ornaments while millions of our fellow-creatures are 
perifhing for the word of life? * m 


* As this communication is inferted by particular requett. it is devoutly 
hoped, that it may not oceafion any unhappy difputing about things of 
lefs moment, and thereby divert the mind trom weighter matters. Fos 








<TR ew Ba ae 





178 Female Bible Society of Boften and Vicinity, 


We are raifed to heaven in point of privileges, and let us remem- 
ber, that a ftric account of our ftewardfhip will be required at our 
hands. May we not hope-that this one talent now * hid in the earth’’ 
would, if thus appropriated, yield to its poffeflors a rich reward? 

Believing that the faints on earth participate in the joy which the 
bleffed inhabitants of heaven feel over repenting finners; we are con- 
{trained, dear Sifters, to communicate the dealings of God with us. 
The ways of Zion here, had long mourned; we had mourned a /v- 
enty years’ captivity ; it being feventy-three years fince there had been 
any general attention to religion in this place: though there have 
ever from time to time been {mall additions to the church. Within 
a few years it has experienced great bereavements from the removal 
and death of its members: iniquity feemed to abound, and the love 
of many to wax cold; fo that the righteous trembled left the foun- 
dations fhould be deftroyed. But O! magnify the Lord with us, 
Inftead of faying to us as he did to the church of Laodicea, his lan- 
guage was; Ari/e, fhine, for thy light is come. The Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs has indeed rifen upon us, and at his prefence the ftubborn hearts 
of his enemies have melted like wax before the fun. By the mighty 
operations of his Holy Spirit, we have beheld the blind feeing, the 
deaf hearing; and a new fong put into the mouths of many, even 
praife to the living God. 

The Society is fmall, but the awakening has been very general ; 
it commenced the firlt of April 1814, fince which time, forty have 
been added to the church, and thirty more give hopeful evidence 
that they have pafled from death to life. ‘The Lord hath done 
great things for us whereof we are glad.” 

Dear Sifters, can our hands hang down, or our hearts faint, while 
we witne(s the reign of the Prince of Peace; and read that promife, 
which, from the figns of the times we have reafon to believe is foon 
to be fulfilled, when his kingdom {hail extend from fea to fea, and 
from the rifing to the fetting fun? May we not ftand idle in our 
Lord’s vineyard; but may both you and we be fervent in fpirit, ferv- 
ing him. 

P In behalf of the Society, M. R, Secretary. 


> 
Dec. 29, 1814. 
i -.- <a —- 
FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY OF BOSTON AND THE VICINITY. 
WE infert with much pleafure, agreeably to requeft, 


the following account of iis Society, which was formed in Oétober 
Jaft, and has commenced ifs operations under very pleafing aufpices. 


The fecond and third articles of the Conftitution are as follow: 
“II. The object of the Society is to diftribute gratuitoufly the 
common vertfion of the Holy Bible, without note or comment, and 
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to co-operate with other fimilar inftitutions, at the difcretion of the 
Managers. 
«Tlf, Every member figns the Conftitution, and either pays an 
_ annual contribution of two dollars, or becomes a member for life by 
a donation of 30 dollars. Any member may withdraw her name.”’ 
‘The names of the officers, appointed at the formation of the Soci- 
ety, are as follow: 


Mrs. ANNE PARKER, President. 


Mrs. JEpip1AH Morsk, Mrs. JAmks Luoyp, Vice-Pregi- 
Mrs. Isaac BOWERS, Mrs. CATHARINE CopMAN, dents. 
Miss CATHARINE M. CopMAN, Recording Secretary. 
Mrs. Josnua HuntTincton, Corresfonding Secretary. 
Miss Sarauw C,. LoweE Lu, 7reasurer. 
Miss EL1ZABETH HASKINS, Aesistant Treasurer. 


Directors, 
Mrs. Rebecca Lowell Mrs. Benjamin Joy Mrs. Margaret Cooper 


Mrs. Samuel Dunn Mrs. John McLean Mrs. Pliny Cutler 
Mrs. Ths. L.. Wint Mrs. John K. ‘Tyler Mrs. William Prescctt 
Mrs. Edward D.Griffin Mrs, Jeremiah Evarts Miss Mary Perry 
Mrs. Thomas Baldwin) Mrs. Samuel Swett Miss Ann Haskins 


At the annual meeting of the Society, on the 22d. March, the 
following Report was made. It is very well drawn up, and will, we 
hope, ftimulate many public fpirited and pious females to join this 
Society, or to form other fimilar inftitutions, in their refpective 
towns and neighbourhoods. 


The Managers of the “ Female Bible Society of Bofton and the 
Vicinity,” in conformity with the ufage of fimilar inftitutions in 
making an annual Keport of the tranfactions of their Board, beg 
leave to offer the following.— 


The prefent being the firft annual meeting of the Society, its for- 
mation is evidently too recent, (having been in operation only the laft 
fix months, ) to afford any very interefting matter in the retrofpect of 
its tranfactions. Taking into view, however, the very unfavourable 
circumftances under which the aflociation was formed—the diftrefles 
of the war laying unavoidable reftraints upon the liberality of the beft 
difpofed, and difcouraging many others altogether from contributing 
their aflitance—there is 2bundant reafon to feel afflured, from the 
fuccefs which has attended it, that the parental {mile of God has blefl- 
ed what we truft have been our well-meant though infantile efforts 
for his fervice. While this afiurance affords ample encouragement 
for continued exertions, it ought to remind us how much it is our du- 
ty to imprefs ourfelves with a fenfe of our dependence on fuperior aid 
in all things, and of the gratitude we owe, not only for every enjoy- 
ment we ourfelves poffefs as individuals, or as an aflociation, but for 
every blefling which in either of thefe capacities we may be the inftru- 
ments of difpenfing to others, 
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The Society numbers at prefent 80 Subfcribers. 

Whofe annual fubfcriptions have amounted to $17@ 
Befides thefe, donations have been received to the amount of 193 
And fubfcriptions for life, referved as a permanent fund,to 150 





Making together 513 
Of which the two firft fums with the intereft of the laft, are at the 
difpofition of the Board. 

The Society have alfo gratefully to acknowledge a donation of 
200 Bibles from the Maflachufetts Bib'e Society. 

The contingent expenfes of the Society have amounted to $69 45 
ets. and 220 dollars have been expended for Bibles and Teftaments ; 
from which fources have been diftributed 

24 Odctavo Bibles, 48 Duodecimo Teftaments. 
289 Duodeciino Bibles. 52 Smaller Duodecimo do. 

Thefe diftributions have been made in the towns of Charleftown, 
Dorchefter, Braintree, Dedham, Newton, Walpole, Lunenburg, 
Gloucetter and Eaft Sudbury. Some have been ent to Old York 
and Waterford in the Diltri@ of Maine; others to Fort Independ- 
ence ; befides both Bibles and Teftaments given to individuals, fam- 
ilies and Charity Schools in this town, and feveral delivered for dif- 
tribution to the managers of the Fragment Society, whofe duty oblig- 
ing them to vifit the indigent, affords the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with the wants of thofe families, whofe poverty deprives 
them of the advantages to be derived trom the pofleflion of a com- 
plete copy of the Sacred Writings. 

There are now remaining in the Treafury 31 Bibles, 4 Teftaments, 
and 223 dollars 80 cents, in money. 

‘he Managers have the pleafure to report, that the Bibles have 
been in every inftance received with thote expreffions of gratitude 
and joy, which afford the happy affurance, that they have not been 
beftowed in vain; nor have the Managers heard of any inftance in 
which it appeared, that an improper ufe had been made of what was 
thus prefenied. ‘Chey have only to lament the limited ability of the 
S ciety to fupply the wants, which are daily coming to the knowl- 
edge of the Boatd. By the inveftigation which has already been made 
into the {tate of the poor of this town, with refpecé to their being 
provided with Bibles, the need of diftributing the Scriptures has prov- 
ed mfich greater than could have been expected; and there is reafon 
to believe, that in the neighbouring towns, where books are procur- 
ed with greater difficulty, fair and legible copies of the Scriptures 
mutt be much more rarely met with among the indigent, than in the 
capital. This is particularly the cafe in the Ditri& of Maine gen- 
erally, and probably is {till more fo in thofe parts, which are fartheft 
removed from the largeft towns on the fea-coatt. 

The Board deem it alfo their duty to notice, that it is not merely 
among one clafs of perfons, the religious, that Bibles are needed. 
The pious believer, however indigent, will rarely be found without a 
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Bible. When this is the cafe, he ought not certainly to be neglected; 
but it is the ftate of the ignorant, perverfe, and unbelieving poor, 
that calls moft loudly for the exertions of a Bible Society. The in- 
dolent will fometimes perufe a book, becaufe it lies in his way ;—the 
indifferent, becaufe there is nothing elfe at the moment to be attend- 
ed to;—even the impious may fcmetimes read the Scriptures to 
amufe a vacant hour; and the book, which was opened to be cavilled 
or {coffed at, may be clofed for prayer and praife. 

As the Bofton Female Bible Society was not the firft of its kind 
in America, fo it is far from being alone in its zeal, or in its labours. 
There are no lefs than nine female affociations for this objeé& in the 
United States. At Auguita, on the banks of the Kennebeck, a So- 
ciety has been formed among the ladies, whofe exertions, if they do 
not foon fuperfede the neceflity of further diftributions of Bibles from 
Maffachufetts Proper, in that quarter, will be of infinite fervice in 
directing in what manner that diftribution may beft be made. 

In every purfuit the example and emulation of a companion is a 
moft powerful flimulus to activity and perfeverance. This is partic- 
ularly the cafe in concerns of religion. In proportion as we feel our- 
felves a/one, we languith in our efforts; but ‘as a man fharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend,” the fociety of the pious animates and 
ftrengthens the heart of the believer, and a correfpondence and inter- 
change of counfel between religious affociations, provoking each cth- 
er to good works, increafes in a progreflive ratio the activity of the 
whole, by the co-operating zeal of each. We have an inftance of 
this in the circular letter from the Female Bible Society of Philadel- 
phia, addrefled to the ladies of this town, which caufed the firft meet- 
ing from which we date the foundation of this Inftitution. Our ex- 
ample we may truft will encourage others in different parts of the 
State to unite in the profecution of the fame objects; and in reafona- 
ble anticipation of the Divine blefling, we may hope that poverty 
alone will never henceforth exclude the Bible from the dwelling of 
the meaneft American, and that the poore/ of our countrymen, ene 
joying the advantages of ftudying the facred writings, miay 

“ Jn that charter read with wondering eyes 
His title toa TREASURE in the fies.” 

The extraordinary degree of aétivity, which has of late been dif- 
played, throughout the United States, in the promotion of the caufe 
of Chriftianity, has been afcribed in part, and perhaps with reafon, 
to the political calamities with which our country has been afflicted, 
which feem to have been directed by the chaflening hand of a Par- 
ent, to remind us of the duties we had neglected. By the joyful 
tidings which have made the prefent period a feafon of general con- 
Herm. we have reafon to hope that this chaftifement has ceafed. 

shall our zeal alfo ceafe with the exciting caufe which firlt gave it 
exiftence? If the arm of the avenging angel has been arrefted upon 
the very threfhold of our dwellings,—fhall we not offer a tribute of 
praife and thankfgiving, and fhall not the grateful feelings of our 
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hearts be evinced by renewed zeal in the fervice of our Divine Beny 
efactor, and by greater activity in flriving to promote the interefts of 
his kingdom? What heart but is now filled with exultation at the 
found of peace, and animated with joy. 

L.et then our gratitude be fhown;—and while our feelings are 
awakened to gladnefs by the affurance that the terrors of war will 
no more excite our alarms, nor its long train of attendant evils fub- 
ject us to the experience of diftrefs ourfelves, or to a contemplation 
of the fufferings of others; let us in return ftrive in fome meafure to 
fulfil the will of Him, from whom thefe bleffings flow. 

In commemoration of the happy tranquillity in which we rejoice, 
can it be too much for us to unite in greater efforts for conveying 
to the weary, the heavy-laden, the war-worn finner, the joyful tidings 
of the atonement of his Kedeemer, and the pardon of his God—that 
he too may rejoice—rejoice in the tranquillity which paffes under- 
ftanding, and find from the perufal of his Bible, that, 

“in firains as {weet 


As angels ufe, the Gofpel whifpers veace.” 





ERNE OPE —— 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


IT mutt be peculiarly pleafing to the friends of 
Zion, to obferve the general prevalence of the miffionary fpirit in all 
parts of our country, and in all claffes of fociety. Amongft thofe 
moft actively and fuccefsfully engaged, we are happy to recognize 
the pious zeal of a number of female affociations. Some of thefe 
focieties contribute annually in money, whilft others, like the virtuous 
woman defcribed by Solomon, /ay their hands to the fpindle, and their 
bands hold the difaf. The following Extraé furnifhes a very inter- 
efting account of the latter. 





The Rev. Joun Peck, of Cazenovia, to the Editor, under date of 
March 1, 1815, writes as follows: 


« Laft week, the Board of Directors of the Hamilton Baptitt 
Miffionary Society met. It was a precious feafon. Six Female So- 
cieties were prefent by their dciegates, and made donations to the 
Board (including fome {mall ones from others) amounting to near- 
ly 300 dollars! * May the Lord reward them an hundred fold ; 
and the blefling of many ready to perifh come upon them.” ‘Thefe 
are the means employed in aid of the miffionary caufe, where money 
is not fo eafily obtained. Were thefe exertions to ceafe, little would 
be done: for few men could leave their families, and go this warfare 


at their own charges. 


* Chiefly in Ctoth, furnished by themselves, 
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Mr. Peck adds—“ I have fpent of late, about nine weeks as a mif- 
fionary. ‘To witnefs the joy exprefled by many in the wildernefs, in 
being vifited by a minifter of the gofpel;—to hear their entreaties 
for the continuance of thefe favours,—and to fee the tears which 
are fhed when called to part, is enough to move a heart of ftone. 

The return of peace; with which our country is now blefled, 
opens a wide field for miffionary labours on our extenfive frontiers. 
In many places where focieties had been formed, and fmall churches 
eflablifhed, the people have been driven from their homes by the rav- 
ages of war, and fcattered into different parts of our country. Thefe 
will probably foon return, and be again united. The affiftance of 
faithful miffionaries will be greatly needed in their re-eftablifhment 

‘I fub{cribe myfelf your brother in the bonds of the gofpel, 


JOHN PECK.” 





Extract of a Letter from Rev. Henry Smith, of Alfred, 
Diftri@ of Maine, to Rev. William Batchelder, of Haverhill. 


ear Brother, 


THE fpotted fever has been prevalent around us, of 
which many have died; but through mercy, the diforder has at 
length abated. In the midft of judgment, the Lord has been gra- 
cious to us, in pouring out his Spirit in copious effufions. Our little 
vinE again flourifhes, and finners are converted to God. 

The work began in the fall, among the Free-will brethren, in the 
apper part of Waterborough ; but it did not ftop there. Our breth- 
ren foon caught the flame, which has fince {pread in almoft every 
direftion. ‘The north part of Alfred, and almoft the whole of Wa- 
terborough have fhared bountifully in thts gracicus work. TYorty or 
fifty have profetled to be made free by the Sonof God. We not on- 
ly hear the groans of the wounded, but have the happinefs to hear 
the fongs of the redeemed. ‘The work, as we have reafon to believe, 
is rapidly incfeafing. I have attended meetings every day or even- 
ing for about three weeks paft. In fome meetings, three and four 
have manifefted deliverance from fin and condemnation. Yefterday 
a number of the wounded were fet at liberty in the upper part of 
Alfred. People are flocking from almoft every quarter to the meet- 
ings; and I cannot but hope the work will {pread far and wide. 
The fhock of the earthquake laft fall was very fenfibly felt in thefe 
parts, and many, I believe, felt their danger. I was preaching at 
the time when the fhock came. It was a good time; it is fiill a 
good time to preach in this vicinity. Preachers are much wanted ; 
pray come and fee us. 

I am your brother in gofpel bonds, HENRY SMITH. 


Alfred, Dee. 2, 1814. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PRINCETON COLLEGE. 


[If there is joy in heaven, among the angels of God, over one finner that 
repenteth, is it not reafonable to fuppofe, that the friends of Chrift on 
earth will alfo rejoice, and more efpecially when they hear of the con- 
verfion of multitudes? There are circumftances attending fome of thefe 
revivals, which tend greatly to heighten this joy. ‘The Churches in gen- 
eral look up to our public Seminaries for religious inftructets. If thefe 
fountains are impure, inftead of fending forth ftreams that will fertilize 
and ** make glad the city of our God,” they will fend forth bitter waters. 
Should thofe engage in the miniftry who have no love to the Saviour, no 
experimental knowledge of the truth, they would naturally feel unfriend- 
ly to this kind of religion among their hearers. It muft always be irk- 
fome to them to hear any of their flock talking of experimental religion, 
fo long as they are ignorant of it themfelves. Such teachers exadtly an- 
{wer to thofe, whom our Saviour calls ** blind leaders of the blind.’’ 

The revivals that are now taking place in feveral of our Univerfities afford 
a happy prefage to the Church of God of her future profperity ;—that 
fhe will yet be fupplied with paftors after his own heart ; i.e. fuch ag 
he will own and approve. 

In confirmation of the foregoing, we fubjoin the following extracts from the 
“REPORT” lately prefented by the Prefident, and * publifhed by 
order of the Board of Truftees”’ of Princeton College. 

This Report clofes with ‘ Queftions and Counfel,” which we have not 
room to infert, but which we deem worthy of the ferious confideration 
of all fuch as wifh to afcertain their true ftanding before God, and into 
whofe hands the above Report may fall. Ep.] 





Extracts from a “ Report to the Truftees of the College 
of New Jerfey ; relative to a Revival of Religion among the Students 
of faid College, in the winter and fpring of the year 1815. By AsHBEL 
Green, D.D. LL. D. Prefident of the College.” 


“FOR nearly a year paft—that is, fince the 
commencement of the laft fummer feflion—a very large proportion 
of the ftudents have attended on all the religious ex@rcifes and in- 
ftructions of the College with more than ordinary ferioufnefs; and 
the minds of fome of them, as now appears, were ripening, through 
this whole period, for what has fince taken place. ‘There was no- 
thing more apparent, however, for fix weeks after the commence- 
ment of the prefent feffion,* than an increafe of this ferious atten- 
tion to the religious duties of College ; an increafe both of the degree 
of ferioufnefs, and of the number of thofe in whom it was vifible. 
Every religious fervice, both on fecular days and on the fabbath, 


* The winter session of the College commences six wecks after the last 
Wedneslay of September, and continues till the first Thursday after the 
second ‘Tuesday of April. The summer session conmmences fonr weeks af- 
ter the last mentioned period, and continues tll the last Wednesday of Sep- 
tember, which is the day of the annual commencement. 
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‘was attended with a folemnity which was fenfible and impreflive. 
Jn this manner the revival commenced, or rather became apparent, 
in the fecond week of January, without any unufual occurrence in 
providence ;—without any alarming event, without any extraordi- 
nary preaching, without any fpecial inftruction, or other means that 
might be fuppofed peculiarly adapted to intereft the mind. The 
divine influence feemed to defcend like the filent dew of heaven ; 
and in about four weeks there were very few individuals in the Col« 
lege edifice who were not deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the im- 
portance of fpiritual and eternal things. There was fcarcely a 
room—perhaps not one—which was not a place of earneft fecret 
devotion. For a time it appeared as if the whole of our charge was 
prefling into the kingdum of God ; {fo that at length the inquiry, in 
regard to them, was, not who was engaged about religion? but 
who was not ?—After this ftate of things had continued, without 
much variation, for about two months, it became manifeft that a 
change was taking place. Some were becoming confirmed in the 
hopes and habits of evangelical piety; fome were yet ferious, thought- 
ful and prayerful, though perhaps not in fo great a degree, or at 
leaft not fo apparently, as once they had been; while fome were 
plainly lofing the imprefflions which they had lately felt. And fuch 
has continued to be the ftate of this interefling concern to the time 
of making this report. The refult is, that there are fomewhat more 
than forty ftudents, in regard to whom, {fo far as the time elapfed 
will permit us to judge, favourable hopes may be entertained that 
they have been made the fubjects of renewing grace. Perhaps there 
are twelve or fifteen more, who {till retain {uch promifing impreflions 
of religion as to authorife a hope that the iffue, in regard to moft of 
them, may be favourable. And nearly the whole of the remainder 
fhow a great readineis to attend on all the focial exercifes of religion ; 
not only on thofe which are ftated and cuftomary, but thofe which 
are occafional, and the attendance on which is entirely voiuntary. 
Thus, of the ftudents who are now in the College, a majority* may 
be viewed as hopefully pious; and a large proportion of the refidue 
appear to poflefs much tendernefs of confcience, and {how a very de- 
firable regard to religious duties and obligations.” 

‘The {pecial means made ufe of to promote and cherifh this tes 
vival, befides the circumftances already mentioned, were the follow- 
ing—A fhort addrefs on the fubject of religion was made, after pray- 
ers, on every Saturday evening. In preaching on the Lord’s day 
morning, fubjeéts were felected fuited to the exifting flate of the Col- 
lege—in this particular we are deeply indebted to the Theological 
profeffors, who have generally conducted the morning fervice. A 
particular reference was often made to the religious attention which 
had been excited among the ftudents, in the remarks which accom- 


* The whole number of students in the classes of the College is one hundred 
and five ; of whom twelve were professors of religion when the revival began, 
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panied their bible recitations. A weekly leure, intended for the 
itudents exclufively, was given by mylelf, on every Tuefday evening. 
A focial prayer meeting was held, on every Friday evening, at which 
one of the Theological profeflors commonly made an addrefs. A 


family prayer meeting (as the ftudents called it) was, every evening 
held among themfelves, at which a large proportion of the whole Col- 4 
; lege attended. Smaller and more feleét aflociations for prayer were . 
; alfo formed. The individuals whofe minds were anxious and labour- ; 


ing, were, as often as they requefted it, carefully converfed and pray- 
ed with in private—in this fervice I am to acknowledge the afliftance 
received from the profeffors of the feminary, from their pupils, and 
from the pious ftudents of the College. Finally, writings of approv- 
ed character, on doétrinal and practical religion, were pointed out 
and recommended to the perufal of the ftudents; and a fhort fyflem 
of queftions and counfel was drawn up by myfelf, for the ufe of thofe , 
who began to cherifh the hope that they had entered on a life of 
practical piety.” 
| “‘There has been no fedtarian fpirit accompanying or mingling 
| with this revival. ‘There are ftudents in the College belonging to 
four or five different denominations of Chriftians, Att firft, there ap- 
peared to be fome apprehention in the minds of thofe who were not 
prefbyterians, left they fhould be drawn into a union with this de- 
nomination, if they yielded to the fentiments and feelings which be- 
gan to be prevalent. But I told them, in the firft addrefs that I 
made to them on a ‘l‘ueiday evening, that it was my fixed purpofe 
to inculcate no doétrine or tenet that was not found in all the pub- 
Jic orthodox creeds of proteftant Chriftendom—that I was indeed 
earneftly defirous that they fhould all become real practical Chriftians, 
but that I had no wifh to make a fingle profelyte, ‘This, I believe, 
removed every apprehenfion—and the intimation then given has been 
facredly regarded. Not a fingle thing has been faid by myfelf, nor, 
I am perfuaded, by the Theological profeflors who have preached 
to them, that has had any intentional tendency toward profelytifm. 
On the contrary, every thing has been general. ‘The great catholic 
doétrines of the gofpel have been exclufively inculcated. It is believ- 
j ed that there is not an individual of the College who would, if quef- 
tioned, complain that he has, in any inftance, felt himfelf prefled with 
opinions which interfered with his educational creed.’’ 
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Extract of a Letter from a Student in Divinity at Yale 
College, dated April 3, 1815. 
“ My dear Sir, 


e 





IT will be pleafant to you to hear fomething of 
the profperity of Zion. God in very deed is in this place. 

‘“You have probably heard, that there were fome recent inftances 
of awakening in this College. Since I wrote laft, the attention has 
increaied with great rapidity, and has now become general. The 
whole College is fhaken to its centre. At the morning conference 
of Sabbath, laft week, there were about twenty or twenty-five pref- 
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ent. Yefterday morning there were, I fhould judge, nearly 200, 
How many are under real conviction of fin, I am unable to deter. 
mine: The number, however, is not fmall. About 15 have, as we 
truft, paffed from death unto life. The evidence which fome of 
them give of having experienced this glorious change is peculiarly 
ftriking. Their convictions of fin have been deep; and their joy, 
refulting from {weet fubmiflion to God, is in fome cafes very great. 
Some of the molt ftout-hearted,—fome who a few days ago were 
{coffing at this glorious work of the bleffed Spirit, are now rejoicing 
in humble hope of the glory of God. Some are in great dittrefs ;— 
fome inquire with lefs anxiety ;—al] are atonithed and obliged to 
confefs, that it is indeed the work of God. I have not time to ftate 
particulars. Iam ftudying divinity very faft, though I have fearcee 
ly looked into a book except the Bible for many days. If I can do 
nothing, I muft ftand, and look on, and fee the glory of God. 
“My object in giving you this hafty account, is to excite you and 
other Chriftians around you, to pray for the continuance and increafe 
of this bleffed work, and for its extenfion to other Colleges, and oth- 
er parts of our land and of the world. This great bleffing has evi- 
dently been granted in anfwer to prayer. And if Chriftians every 
where will awake, and engage, and continue in fervent fupplications 
to God for the out-pouring of his Spirit, their fupplications, if we 
may believe the declarations of his Word, and his Providence, wi'l 
be gracioufly anfwered. We ought ever to remember, that our 
weapons are not carnal, but fpiritual. The Holy Spirit is the only 
agent in renewing the fouls of men, and He operates ufually, perhaps 
I may fay always, in anfwer to the prayers of God’s people. Let 
not any College, let not any foul be forgotten. A letter from you, 
informing us, that Chriftians in your vicinity are uniting with us in 
fervent prayer on Sabbath morning, and at other times, for the out- 


pouring of the Spirit, would give great joy here.” * [ Panop. 
- EEE SD DE ——— 
PEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN NEW-YORK, 


P TO THE 
BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Dear Brethren in the Lord, 

WE rejoice that God hath put it into the hearts of 
his people to do fomething for the poor heathen; for we remember, 
that by nature, we alfo were children of wrath even as others, and 
might juftly have been banifhed from the prefence of God forever. 
We indeed profefs to have been called from darknefs into the glori- 
ous light of the gofpel, and into the fellowfhip of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift; and can we refufe to do all in our power, to fend the word 
of eternal life to the benighted heathen? No, brethren, we cannot, 

he pleafing work is already commenced, on which account we 
now addrefs you. 


* We are happy to learn, that the fame good work is begun and glorioufly pro» 
grefling in Dartmouth College, 
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The Lord having, in his infinite mercy, brought us to the anni. 
verfary of our Society, we prefent you with the money now in our 
funds, amounting to 189 dols. 46 cts. Small indeed ; but we pray 
the Lord to accompany it with his bleffing. Our Society is young, 
but we truft the Lord is with uss Our number increafes, and we 
are frequently enabled to fay, when leaving our meetings of prayer, 
Jt hath been good for us to be here. We hope that God will grant us 
his gracious benediction,’ that we may ftill increafe in numbers, and 
grow in grace. 

We cannot but admire the difpenfations of Divine Providence, in 
bringing our brethren Judfon and Rice fo far into the liberty of the 

ofpel of our dear Redeemer, as to convince them of the ordinance 
of baptifm as it was firft delivered to the churches, and theréby pre- 
fenting to us an opportunity of eltablifhing a miffion in the Eaftern 
world. We detire to praife the Lord, that he has fucceeded the la- 
bours of our brother Rice, by influencing his people to contribute to 
the promotion of this great objec. The gold and the filver are 
his, and the cattle upon a thoufand hills.” May He be with and 
guide you by his unerring counfel; crown your endeavours with his 
bleffing, and overrule all for his own glory. This, we are encour- 
aged to believe, he wiil do; for he hath promifed his Son * the hea- 
then for an inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for a 
poffeflion.” Shortly the happy period will arrive, when the heathen 
* fhall caft their idols to the moles and the bats,’? and worfhip the 
living and true God; when none thall have occafion to fay, “ Know 
ye the Lord ; for all fhall know him, from the leaft unto the great- 
eft ;” when “ kings fhall become nurfing fathers, and queens nurfing 
mothers” unto the church of Chrift. Thefe promifes are daily ful- 
filling. Some of the heathen are already converted to Chriftianity. 

We have been pleafed to learn, that God in his providence has 
opened a door for the introduction of the gofpel into the Birman 
Empire, whither our brother and filter Judfon are already gone. 
We hope their labours will be abundantly bleffed. 

We are alfo much gratitied to hear, that the gofpel of Jefus has 
reached that remote part of the earth, the Perfian Empire; fo that 
the king and his court, who have ever been zealous fupporters of 
the Arabian impoltor, are now, as we truft, influenced by the Spirit 
of the Moft High God, to read the gofpel of the Redeemer in their 
own language. 

Finally, brethren, let us rejoice in God, that he hath put it into: 
the hearts of his people to fpread the gofpel through the earth. We 
have reafon to believe he will accompany it by the almighty power 
of his Spirit; that ere long the “kingdoms of this world {hall be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and his Chrift ;”” and that the ftone, 
which the prophet faw “cut out of the mountain without hands, 
fhall fill the whole earth.” Yes, brethren, he that hath promifed is 
faithful and true, and will perform all in his own good time. 

Hoping that both you and we may hold out unto the end, and 
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at laft be found having on the wedding garment, the robe of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, we bid you farewell. 
By order of the Board of N.Y. Baptift Female Society for promoting ForeignMiflions, 


ELIZA GARNISS, Secretary. 
New-York, April 24, 1815. 


EDO: ef 
BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION. 


THE Commiffioners appointed by the General Miffion- 
ary Convention, &c. at their Quarterly Meeting, held in Philadelphia 
on the 11th. and 42th. of April laft, appointed the Rev. George H. 
Hough, a Miffionary under the patronage of the Cenvention, to join 
brother Judfon in the Birman Empire, as foon as circumftarces will 
permit him to go. Mr. Hough has a wife and two {mall children, 
which will be included in the provifions of the Miffion. Mr. Rice, 
we underftand, will for the prefent, continue his miflionary fervices 
in the United Siates. For further particulars relative to the proceed- 
ings of the Board, we muft wait for the Annual Report, which we 
hope will fhortly be prefented to the public. 

As the miffion to the heathen is now going into operation, we con- 
fidently trult that the exertions of its friends will not in the leaf 
flacken. ‘The return of Peace offers new facilities for fending, as wel! 
as fupporting this miflion. To be honoured (though only in a remote 
fenfe ) in being inftrumental in planting the gofpel in a land of Pagans, 
mult be a fource of the richeft confolation to the pious and benevo- 
lent mind. Thefe are the pleafures to which the liberal and the 
rich are invited by the prefent afpe& of things. We are encourag- 
ed and animated by the example of many who have gone before us, 
and by many who are now engaged with us to promote this good 
caufe. We have heretofore acknowledged feveral very handfome 
donations to this miflion; we have now the pleafure of recording 
another, which, though highly interefting to our funds, is rendered 
ftill more valuable by the pious communication inclofing the grant. 





Liperat Dowation. 

TO the Baptift Foreign Miffion Society formed at Phila- 
delphia, May, 1814,—three fhares of ftock of the Bank of Ameri- 
ca,* are affectionately prefented by a Female Friend to Miffions ;—in 
prayerful! hope, that the Lord would be pleafed, in his boundlefs 
mercy, to blefs this appropriation, for the everlafting good of fome 
fouls now nigh unto perifhing, for lack of knowledge of the way of 
falvation, through a glorious Kedeemer. 

The gift is accompanied by a humble requeft that the Society 
would, when convenient, turn fome attention to the neglected Heath- 
en on our own continent.—And that, fo far as may be in their pow- 
er, they would caufe the gofpel to be preached in its purity, wher- 
ever it may appear to be corrupted by fuperftition, enthufiafm, tra- 
ditions of men, or any other errors, March, 1815. 


* Nominal sum, $300. 
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BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY, BOSTON. 


Statement of Subscriptions and Donations to the Bopitiet Foretgen Mission 


Soctety in Boston,{ reccived eince May 2, 1814. \e 
1814. Dols. Cis. " 
May 24, ‘Temple Kendall, Dunstable, Massa. - ~ - 5 00 ] 
A Friend, by Rev. John Peak, . ° - . 0 25 4 
Sally Alexander, - . 5 * 0 70 
Josiah Kendall, Dunstable, Massa. - = e 5 00 4 
Jonathan Wales, Randolph, = - - - - 5 00 , 
John Clarke, St. Johnsbury, - 2 00 
25. Female Society of Methuen, aad Translation of the Scri ip- 
tures - 7 35 
Nathan ) Rar Attleborough, ‘by Rev. James Read, 1 00 
26. Rev. Joseph Gr afton, Newton, - 2 00 
June 8. Female Society in Pittsfield, communicated by Mrs. Ma- ‘ 
hala Frances, (for ‘Translations of the Scriptures) 10 94 
15. Females in Barnstable, by Rev. Mr. Bates, - 26 12 
Do. in do. (for Translations) by do. - 10 00 
July 5. Church in Owasco, N.Y. and a0. Church, Onandage, 13 00 
26. Rev. Mr. Winchell, - 2 00 
27. Ephraim Whitney, Royalston, - 5 00 
30. Female Friend to Missions, Mt. V. (N. Hi. ) by G. Evans, 5. 00 
Rev. Jesse Hartwell, 5 00 
Church and Congregation at Craftsbury, (Vt. ) by Rev. 
Mr. Mason, - - 18 56 
Abiel Fisher, Danville, (Vt.) . - - - - 200 
Aug. 15. Mr. Hillman, Falmouth, - - - - 2 00 
A Friend at Eastport, - - - - - 5 00 f 
Linus Austin, Wilmington, (Vt) - hing: oa 10 00 
20. Female Fi: jend, by Ephraim Emerson, - - = - 2 00 
Sepfit. 25. Church and Society j in Rowley, - - - - 2492 
Friendin Harvard, = - - a - 300 
1814. 
Octo. 1. Gardner Robinson, - - : - - - 2 00 
Thomas Adams, jr. - 1 00 
Females in Weare, N. H. by Rev. Mr. Willmarth, - 250 
12. Rev. Mr. Samson, Harvard, - - 2 00 
Boston Female Society for Missionary Pur oses, - 110 1 
Female Mite Society, Medfield, by Rev. r Gammell, 24 32 
Rev. Mr. Sharp, - eA 2 2. ae 
James Belden, - - - - - - 200 


Nov. $. Collection at Dr. Baldwin’s meetivg- Jineee, when Rev. Luth- 
er Rice delivered the annual Missionary Sermon, 184 9 


Dec. 27. A Friend, by Dr. Baldwin, for the same, —- - 100 
From Rey. John Peck, Cazenovi ia; collected at Madison 
Association, New-York, - . - - - 42 09 
1815. 
Jan. 2. Levi Farwell, Cambridge, ~ - - - - + 
- - 00 


10. Aaron Hayden, of te 
27. Baptist Church in Hinsdale, & Y. “ee ee eee ee 


Jonathan Carleten, = - - —_—oe 
Feb. 18. John Barton, Eastport, asa Ue  , 
Mar.28. William Brown, Cambridge, —_ - ore 
Apl. 14. Unknown Friend in Mr. Gile’s Society, Milton, - - 500 
May 6. Rev. Joel Manning, Andover, (Vt) = - es 2 


$ 1370 dols. have been paid by this Society to the Generat Treasurer, N. ¥. 
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' Dols. Cts. 
Vay 22. G. L. Freeman, - - - - - -- 900 
" 94, Elijah Mears, . 2 ee  . .- wo 

* 25. E. Lincoln, - - . - . - ~ - 5 00 
Rev. Mr. Winchell, - - - us ie ‘ 2 00 

Mrs. Sparhawk, rs ie oe sa tine Sak font lal 1 00 

Rev. William Gammell, -« - - -. = - 200 

John Clarke, St. Johnsbury, . - - - - 2 00 

26. Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Re al gt egret 
‘Thomas Kendall, bee ie > ie 2g RO Se 

J. Loring, - . - - ~ - - ~ - 5 00 

Amos Smith, - . “ . . 11 00 

703 56 


Jj. LORING, Treasurer. 


eet EES OED 


EVANGELICAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


IN the year 1811, a number of religious perfons of different 
denominations formed themfelves into a Society by the above name, 
for the purpofe of diftributing gratis, religious Tra&s among the poor 
of all denominations. Since its eftablifhment, the Society has dif- 


‘tributed about Twenty THousanp Traéts, of the above defcription. 


‘he funds of the Society from which thefe have been fupplied, have 
been raifed by the annual fubfcription of the members: We have 
aifo the pleafure of acknowledging the liberal affiltance we have ré- 
ceived from an Auxiliary Society in Newton, Brookline, &c. in Rev. 
Mr. Grafton’s {ociety. 

Such Traéts only have been felected for diftribution, as tend _to ef- 
tablifh correét religious principles, and imprefs the mind with its ob- 
ligations to virtue and holinefs. In no inftance has the Shibboleth of 
a party been admitted into our feleGtions. We have much reafon 
to hope, that in many inftances thefe little tras have been made 
highly ufeful in alluring to the highway of holinefs fome who had long 
travelled the road to deflruction. A little book given to a child 
ufually excites a much livelier intereft, thamit would if placed before 
him in any other form. Impretlions have often been made in this way, 
which have been of the moit falutary and laftiggnature. The Man- 
agers of this inflitution being defirous of diffulingits bleffings more 
extenfively, beg leave to recommend the impofttance of it, to pious 
individuals, and to Charitable, and Cent Societies, foliciting their 
affiftance by donations, or by appropriating fuch part of their fub- 
feriptions as they may deem proper. 

It may be proper further to ftate, that it is the determination of 
the Executive Committee, to keep a conttant and genera! affortment of 
the above defcribed Tracts for fale, at very reduced prices, at Lincoln 
and Edmands’s, No. 53, Cornhill, to fuch as wifh to purchafe foe 
charitable diftribution. 





——— 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. MARY LIVERMORE. 


Mrs. Mary Livermorsg, late confort of Rev. Fa/on Liverntore, 
was born in Barre, (Maif.) Nov. 15, 1755. She was brought up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and early inftruéted in the 
principles of our holy religion. She was married to Mr. L. Dec. 3, 
1772. Her firft relygious exercifes which we have any knowledge 
of, were in the beginning of the year 1779, at which time her mind 
became deeply impreffed with a fenfe of her fituation as a finner, un- 
der the condemning fentence of God’s holy law. Thefe exercifes 
continued until fhe obtained a good hope through grace 

In 1781, fhe made a public profeilion, and became a communicant 
in a Pedobaptift church; in which connexion fhe continued feveral 
years; con{tantly endeavouring to adorn her profeflion by a well-or- 
dered life and converfation. Mrs. L. was fond of reading religious 
books, efpecially the Bible, which fhe confulted day by day, making 
it the man of ker counfel. It was by a prayerful attention to the 
facred fcriptures, that fhe was led to embrace believers’ baptifm by 
immerfion. She of courfe left her former connexion, and joined in 
communion with the Baptifts. Notwithftanding her change of fen- 
timent, fhe ever cherifhed and manifefted a moft cordial affection to 
Chriftians of every perfuafion who gave proof of fincerity ; believing 
that the children of God, when they “ fhall fee as they are feen, and 
know as they are known,” will all /ce eye to eye. 

For three or four months previous to her laft illnefs, her health 
was as good as it had been for feveral years before. But when ars 
refted by her laft illnefs, her decline was rapid, being confined only 
12 days. During this period, the appeared to be in a wonderful 
frame of mind. Her feelings were fo elevated, that fhe talked moft 
of the time day and night to all around her; often requefling her 
Chriftian friends to fing with her; and feveral times mentioned her 
defire, to have them fing the 30th. Hymn fecond Book, Dr. Watts. 
Her parting exhortations and counfels will long be remembered by 
many of her friends and acquaintance. Her death was uncommon- 
ly triumphant. In this trying fcene, fhe exprefled her ftrong confi- 
dence in the fovereign mercy of her adorable God and Saviour. 
But her labours and@ufferings are both ended, and fhe is gone, as we 
truft, to receive th@ reward of grace. She died in Tiverton, (R. 1.) 


in the 6oth. year ofther age. _ 
* Them aifo which flcep in Jefus will God bring with him.” 








OBITUARY. 
DIE.D}]—In Great-Britain, that eminent scholar and divine, the Rev, 


CLAUDIUS BUCHANAN, D.D. 
In Peacham, (Vt.) in November last, the Rev. SAMUEL 





MINER. We understand he left by will 400 dols. to the Massachusetts 
Baptist Missionary Society, to be paid after the decease of his widow. 
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